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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-23, as presently and best understood, are rejected under 35 

U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Henkin et al. (6652742). 

Regarding claims 14 and 15, the Henkin et al. reference discloses an 
automatic pool cleaner. The Henkin et al. further discloses that the automatic 
pool cleaner can be used with an external source of power (10) or an on-board 
source (Fig. 15) which is not connected to any external power source via electric 
leads. As schematically shown in Figure 15, the pool cleaner includes a 
electrical energy supply means (400, 412) for generating electrical energy by 
water flowing through the cleaner and control means (22 or 420) which is 
powered by the electrical energy supply means for controlling an operation 
characteristic (i.e. the propulsion subsystem) of the pool cleaner. Also, as shown 
in Figure 15, the electrical energy supply means includes a drive means (the 
turbine 400) responsive to water flowing from the inlet (402) to the outlet 404 and 
electrical energy generating means (412) for producing a supply voltage. 

Regarding claims 16, 17 and 20, the control means is responsive the 
sensing means (col. 11, lines 42-43; col. 5, lines 63-68 and col. 6, lines 1-7) for 
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controlling the operating condition which relates to the movement of the cleaner 
and the direction of the cleaner. 

Regarding claims 18 and 19, the control means further includes storage 
means (col. 5, lines 41-53) which is used for storing a plurality of operating 
modes or parameters relating to the pool cleaning movement based on the type 
of cleaning surface. 

Regarding claim 21 , the control means also includes a valve that is 
controlled by the control means to regulate water flow (col. 7, lines 5-8). 

Regarding claim 22, the control means also includes a suction inlet that is 
operable to impart or generate thrust (col. 7, lines 13-30) in order to change the 
direction of movement of the cleaner. 

Regarding claims 23, the Henkin et al. reference also discloses that the 
pool cleaner also includes sensors (66 and motion sensor), and wherein the 
control means controls movement of the cleaner in response to the sensors (i.e. 
sensor 66 causes the sinking or floating movement of the cleaner based on the 
type of surface cleaning, motion sensor ensures the directional movement of the 
cleaner). 

Regarding claims 1-13, the method as claimed would be inherent during 
the normal use and operation of the Henkin et al. device. 

Conclusion 

2. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Landsberger et al. was cited to show an underwater robot having 
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water driven turbine for generating electricity for powering various components. Henkin 
et al. was cited to show an automatic pool cleaner having motion sensor and 
repositioning means. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Khoa D. Huynh whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5483. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-4:30) Second Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Gregory Huson can be reached on (703) 308-2580. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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